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161. 
Have with great inipatience expected an Anſwer to the Numerous Pamphlets 
wrote againſt our late Treatiſe on the Occaſronal Bill, and tho J obſerved no 
| Reaſons or Arguments in any of them, that could be of weight with Men of 


of them deſerv'd to be expo A and laid open for the Common Good of Mankind, eſße- 
cially of thoſe, who have not Time or Opportunity to examine their Allegations, but are 
apt to take every thing for Truth that is not Comradifted: 


1 * confeſs I was at firſt inclined to believe, that ſomething of this nature 


might ha 
him given much greater Satisfaction to the World ;, but when your Abſtract of the 


Declaration againſt replying to any Unknown Writers, and the Neceſſity of your daily 
3 Attendance on the more weighty Affairs of the Nation in Parliament, but alſo how 
| Þ little it would become 4 Pesos of Jour Charader, to engage in a Paper War, with ſuch 
Men as De Foe and the Obſervator, whoſe Excellencies conſiſt in Satyr and RefleFi- 
ons, I gave over that Exye@ation, and reſolved to expoſe theſe haſty Thoughts to pubs 


Truth, and to promote the Publick Good, will appologize with the beſt part of Mankind, 
and particularly with your ſelf, for the Weakneſs of the Performance; 


I wut acknowledge the Language of ſome f Jour Antagoniſts, has made ane more 
tareleſs and negligent in many Expreſſions, which yet can never equal the Malice of 
thoſe, who have Treated you in. the moſt inhuman and barbarous manner, and are 
every Day inventing the moſt notorious Falſities, to blacken your Character, and di(- 
courage all good Men in the Diſcharge of their Duty for the Good of their Country. 
But altho I am ſenſible that nothing can be more ungrateful to a Mas of your Temper 
and Principles, than to imagine you can be pleaſed with publick, Commendation; 
which I have therefore induſtriouſiy avoided ; yet I hope you will not be offended that 1 
preſume in this one Particular, to encourage you to perſevere in the Faithful Diſcharge 
of the Truſt repoſed in you, by acquainting you, 1 even the Malice of your Enemies 


hes 


1 2 ” I . 
* e —_ 4 , 4 
- „ 
4 1 r ... * 1 


— 1 8 — 
” | „ g ö 
. / j 
| . 1 . ” * - 
1 1 N | 
D L 0 5 of 32 
9 | - = « | . : x 3 5 5 Up 
> ©. * : oth. + > "7 Ty , . PP 7 5 1 | ; ; f A ? 31 : | 8 
| * ws . a ; 5 
O x IF | | x 2 G l 7 . | | | 
+ 1 4 * " * 4 x . 4 P . N 7 : : 4 4 1 5 
i » ” | 
N ** ” - N * T 2 - 


und and Unbiaſs d Tudgments, Ps I thought the Fallacy aud „ of ſome 


ve proceeded from your own Pen, and with your Name to it, which would 


Bill for the Relief of the Poor came to my Hands, and I conſider d not only jour 


lick Conſideration, not doubting but the Sincerity of my Intentions to vindicate the 
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lieve, did very much tend to their Advantage, 
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to your 
Putation. 


And I doult not but in due time the Conſcientious Diſſenters will be alſo convinced . 
that you have acted the part of a good Chriſtian, and a good State man, and have not 


propoſed any thing to public Conſideration, but what you had very good Reaſon to be: 
as well as to the general good 
{gperally fofſow the moſt violent 
bak bas: beer rid without cauſe 
If- deſigning Men, yet we ſhall at 


of the whole Nation ar as th 


Storm, fof | | 775 * 
y jolent, 


eateſt Calm dot 


600 
nregſonab 


6 


upon this Occaſion, 


\\ 
le. and Si 


L 


laſt be able ( thro the Aſſiſtance of Divine Providence) to arrive at ſome happy Port 
or other, which may afford us the great Bleſſing of that Peace and Union, ſo graciouſly 


recommended by Her Majeſty to all Her Subjetts. 


This, Sir, is the ſole end of W viting this Treatiſe, and of defending yours, and that 
the Diſſenters may take notice of the Fallacy of their | ra Friends, and of the 


plain Dealing and good Intentions of thoſe that have given them that Eaſe and 
Indulgence they now ow and are willing to eſtabliſh the ſame upon a ſure and laiting 


erity ; and that, inſtead of Fears and Jealoulies, there may be 


Foundation to all Pofterity; 


that Mutual Security and Good Underſtantiing amongſt all Her Majeſties Sub- 
jects, which you have propos'd, is very heartily deſir d by, "MTS 
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HE Reaſon of all Wiſe Men, muſt needs be the Reaſon of all 
Wiſe Nations; and no Wiſe Man, laying Prejudice and Intereſt aſide 
can think ie Reaſonable or Safe, that thoſe Perſons ſhould be Eneraſted 
Vith the Freſervaticti of the National Church, and the Execution | 

of any Laws, whoſe lneeteſt it is to Defeat and Deſtroy them; cho 
ie is not now a time (it ſeems) to dothoſe things that are Reaſonable and Safe. The 
* Air of Uniformity, che Crpofarion and Tf. Ar, and all the Laws formerly made 
for the Security of the Eſtabliſtrd Government in Church and State, ate ſuch as 
no Man can imagine the Diſentert would ever hive Eſtabliſh d, or would not 
XZ readily Repeal if they had an opportunity to do it. I am perſwaded that ma- 
ny of them are Men of that Candour, that they will not deny it; and there- 
4 fore as Sir H. M. obſerves, willany Wife Man chuſe a Perſon (how honeſt ſoever 
in other Matters) to be Guardian of his Son, wbo will gain an Eſtate by his 
Þ Death and DeftruRtion > Or witt any Wife Nation agree that thoſe Perſons are 
proper to be made Magiſtrates, atid have the Guardianſhip of the Laws, that 
deſire nothing more than the Repeal of them? Theſe are Propoſitions ſo very 
abſurd, that no Man hath hitherto had the Confidence direckly to maintain; 
therefore what does it ſignify that ſome Nations are forc d to act otherwiſe in 
2 particular Cafes, if the thing in it ſelf be reaſonable and fit to be done? They muſt 
all agree in che reaſon of the Caſe, tho' they are not able in many Countries to at- 
tain to the practiſe ofit; of which Sir H. M. was ſo fenſible, that he expreſly excepts 
be practiſe in ancient Times, in particular Caſes, and on extraordinary Occaſions. He 
could not be ignorant, that in ſome Nations the Diſenters are eſtabliſh'd by Ca- 
pitulations and Acts of State, as in Hungary, Bobe mia, part of Germany, and other 
Countries; and particularly by the Treaties of Weſtphalia and Munſter. Many 
of which were Acts of Neceſſity, and not of Choice: The Emperor did not act in 
theſe Caſes as he did defire to do, but as the Circumſtances of Affairs did then re- 
| SLES Ne | 8 quire. 
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- But yet he may very well believe that all Wiſe Nations ar 


Memory of many Men now.living, and g 
ordinary Powers by. theirsalliſtance, : 6 
| but muſt be the ſenſe of all, and the practiſe of as many Wiſe Nations as could with 
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Duke of Savoy is at preſent, to make naſe of his Diſſenting Subjects, and grant 
them Power and Aut ry which was. not done berauſe they thought it moſt 
politick and prudent in general, but becauſe chey were under a 

time, and in thoſe particular Caſes ſo to do. And thus Sir H. does Allow. 
That in ancient Times, in particular Caſes, and on extraordinary Occaſions, the Di 


ſenters were admitted into Power and Dominion with the National Church; and 
I dare ſay he heartily wiſhes they were eſtabliſh'd in all Popiſh Countries, 
becauſe he muſt believe that they are in the right, and the National Church in 
the wrong, and where the Differences are in Eſſentials, the Separation 


2 


well believe that all Wiſe Nati | the ſame Opinion, 
that it is neceſſary, as far as it is praQticable and conſiſtent with former Capitula- 
tions and Conceſſions of the State, to preſerve the Adminiſtration of Publick Afairs in 
the hands of Perſons of one and the ſame Perſwaſſon in Matters of Religion, that 


there may be Unity and Uniformity in the Church and State, and whilſt all the Pub- 
lick Officers are aiming at one and the ſame Common End, the Publich, Good, neither 


they nor the Nation may be deprived of that End, , by any unneceſſary Diſſentions or Cla- 
ſing | among themſelves about the Means to attain it; and that it is more eſpe- 


cially necefſary in theſe Kingdoms and Countries, where the Eſtabliſh'd Govern- 


ment in Church and State, hath been formerly overturn'd and deſtroy'd by the Diſ- 


fenters from it. Where there is no Danger, there needs no Law ; and where the 
Diſſenters are few, and always liv'd peaceable, there is no reaſon for Fears and 
Jealouſies 3 but where Perſecutions and Sequeſtrations have been prattis'd in the 
a prudent” Caution is not to be condemn'd, 


ſafety attain to it. 


It is agreed to be the practiſe at this day in Portugal, Spain, Italy and France, 
which are large Dominions, and a great part of Europe; and tho' the Errors and 


I 


Inquiſition of thoſe Countries are tobe a yet their Humane Policy and 
. ; 


Maxims of State, as far as they are conſiſtent with true Religion and Charity, are 


not to be deſpis d; for by that means they have ſo long preſervd an Errone- 


ous Church; and I don't know why good Men may not be allowed to uſe as much 
Policy to preſerve the Church of Exgland and a Regulated Monarchy, as they do 
to preſerve Popery and Arbitrary Power. I am for avoiding all that is ill in thoſe 


Countries, and yet not be aſhani'd to eſpouſe what is prudent and ſafe. 


this Rule, with Sir H's exception of particular Caſes, and on extraordinary Oe- 


eaffons ; but ll come home to a Nation that all Parties will allow to be a Wiſe 
and Prudent People, and that is the States of Holland; why will they not refer 
the Caſe in Controverſie to their Determination? They are our Friends and Allies, 
they will not offer any thing that is hard to any Party whatſoever amongſt us; 
and yet the High and Mighty States, Men of great Candour to Diſſenters, whether 
Popiſh or Proteſtant, have a National Church, and do keep all Diſſenters from it, 
out of the Adminiſtration of Publick Affairs relating to the Civil Government, 
and nothing but Neceſſity, for want of Men, to ſerve in their Fleets and Armies, 


forces them to admit a greater Liberty in Military and Naval Employmens. 


There are many other Kingdoms and Countries that do the ſame thing, tho 


not in the ſame manner and by the ſame ſort of Laws. Deumari and Smedeland, and 


moſt of the Proteſtant Princes in Germany have a National Church, and unleſs i. 


Particula 


— — 


yoire, In like manner the Kings of France have ſometimes been forced, as the 


is Lawful. 


eral, hut becauſe chey were under a Neceſſity at that 
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I Will not trouble the Reader with the ſenſe nor practiſe of ſome other great 
Empires in the World, as Myſcovy, Turky, Perſia, China, &c. who all obſerve # 


> ay 
_F 
* 
b 
* 
1 
2 
1 
1 

— 
13 


2 5. 
Vp | 
Es 
1 of 


5 


LC. . them equal ſbarein the Ad- 

EH miniſtration, that they wou'd not allow a Toleration, which they tell you, would 
de to eſtabliſh Lig 

- ty 


» @ 


3 , . 
2 
EH} : 
48) 
£ . ; , - 
4 * ' A . 
} Dy a7 « . © 
5 by 4 } * n : d * N 
Wo . % * 1 . 1 * 7 
3 0 7 & ; 2M 4 ET *. 
ts np * o , * 
5 — 1 , * * 
LES, N 83 > 
V2 * * * * 


„ ˙» V6 go gout 


to be Diſſenters from the Eſtabliſhment. 
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and on extraor mary Occallons, t empioy no other in the 


12 by a Law: Nay, they have made it High Treaſon 
rite: or Speak for the P relatical Government. Here is Moderation 


wich, a Witneſs ] And ſuch à Moderation as was once before practis d in England: 


For did the State · Diſſenters when Eſtabliſhed by Uſurpation in this Nation, allow 4 
ſhare of the Adminiſtration to the Members of the Church, or did they ſo mucli 


” 


as leave them to enjoy their Liberties and Properties? What Seiſures, what Se- 

queſtrations, hat Proſecutions were catried on in thoſe Days, when the Mode- 
rate Men had get the Power in their own lands 3 and now he that ſtands up 
for the Mutual Security both of Church · men and Diſſenters, is no leſs than a Ja- 


[4 


o 
* 


cobite, a High. Flyer, and no- body knows what? Theſe are Men of Bleſſed Prin- 


It would be too tedious for this Diſcourſe to run over the Hiſtories of every 
particular Country z there is no need of it; for whoever will look into them, 


will find that all wiſe Nations in the World, even thoſe who have been cited on 
the other fide, do all agree in having a National Church, and of keeping the Ad- 


miniſtr ation in the hands of thoſe who Axe Members of it 3 Unleſs it be 3 parti- 
cular Caſes and on extraordinary Occaſions, which is all that Sir H. M. did alert. 
The Example of Ch. the'gth. quoted on the other fide, is expreſs in the Point, 
for he was zealous to. preſerve Unity and Oniformity in the Church and State, tho 


in a wrong Cauſe: He Fought for it as long as he thought it ſafe, but his Subjects, 
(who diſſented for Conſcience only, not for I rifles and Ceremonies, not in Op- 


_ poſition to the Authority of their Prince in indifferent Matters, but in Oppoſition 
to Eſſential Errors crept into the Church, and even to Idolatry it ſelf,) having 


had better Succeſs than was expected, the Emperor was neceſſitated at laſt to 


grant them a Share of the Magiſtracy in thoſe Countries, of Hungary, Bohemia, and 


Tranſylvauia; from all which it is plain, that the Emperor did agree in the Reaſon 
of the Caſe, tho he was not able to attain to the Practice of it. The like Obſerva- 
tion may be made upon other Caſes mentioned in the ſeveral Anſwers to Sir H's 


As to the Inſtance of Poland and Saxony, it is much the ſame as England 
and Scotland, where two National Churches are eſtabliſh'd that differ from one 


another, and as the King of Poland is the Head of both, he is neceſſitated in his 
Arms to make uſe of both in his own Defence, which yet does not extend to the 


Civil Government, and is alſoa very particular Caſe ; and yet there ſeems to be 
a great Difference between employing Subjects of another Kingdom, who are 
Members of a National Church, and Subjects in the ſame Kingdom who diſſent 


from it The later may be concern d in Intereſt to overturn the Conſtitution, 
and the others may not; for when the War is ended they return to their own 


Country, where they enjoy their Religion in Peace and Unity. 


As to the free Cities in Germany, &c. thoſe are Occaſional Settlements of leſſer 
Conſideration, where Neceſſity ſupplies the place of a Law, and where yet there 
are eſtabliſhed Churches, and a ſort of Uniformity in them; and where two 
Forms of Worſhip are eſtabliſhed in the Original Inſtitution, neither can be ſaid 


As tothe Revolt of the Seven Provinces,if they had obtained ar A of Toleration, 


inſtead of the Inquiſition, it may be preſum d, all Matters would have been ſettled 
in Peace and Unity, and they would ous have rebell'd jor an Office, or con- 
IH „„ tended 
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tended. with the Government to be the Eſtabliſhed Church; and as to what hap- 
ned upon the Revolution in the Reign of King H the 8th. it is nothing at all to 
this purpoſe, and all new Revolutions are particular Caſe. 
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The Primitive Criſtians indeed (amongſt whom there were no Diſſenters) 
bad given ſuch Proofs of their Sincerity and Submiſſion even to the Heathen and 
moſt wicked Emperors, that they came at laſt to be entruſted in their Armies; 
but they did not preach up the Doctrine of depoſing Princes, but of paying O- 
bedience to them 3 and hen the State - Diſſenters will ſolemnly renounce that Do- 
ctrine, and give Aſſurance to maintain the preſent Eſtabliſhment in the Church and 


State, they may not only have the Benefit of ſhewing their Courage in the Ar- 


. 


mies abroad, but their Wiſdom alſo in the Councils at Home. - 


But what are all theſe Caſes to the Matter in Debate? Sir H. lays down a Ge- 
neral Rule, That af Wiſe Nations agree in ſuch Propoſitions, except it be in parti- 
10 cular Caſes and on extraordinary Occaſiont. Thoſe Gentlemen don't anſwer the 

 *' Reaſon of the Caſe, but ſet forth the contrary Practice in ſeveral particular 

Caoaſes, which no Body did deny. Nay the L——ds themſelves have all aſſented 

to the Reafon of the thing, tho they did not think it proper at this time to put 
it in practice, which may alſo be taken notice of as a very particular Caſe, = 
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But now behold the Truth, the Sincerity, and the fair Dealing which a 
i118 Church-man is like to meet with from Occaſional Conformiſts, and eſpecially 
i from the Author of the ſborteſt Way with a Diſſenter, who in their ſeveral Pamphlets, 
take care to omit thoſe particular Expreſſions, which contain a full Anſwer in them- 
Fil! {ſelves to all their Objections. They firſt anſwer a whole Treatiſe by Objectiont to two 
; 7 Sentences, and they firſt alter the Sentences, before they male any ObjeFtons. 


In the End of a Paragraph ſometimes an Omiſſion is made (for brevity's ſake) 
4 of Words that are not very Material in the preſent Debate, but to leave out 
I} Material Words in the middle of a Sentence, is a thing never done by an 
honeſt and fair Writer, but may 33 a Virtue. in thoſe Perſons that claim a 
1 Liberty to conform to any thing that is for their Ad vantage; when it is for their 
0 Intereſt to tell the Truth, they can, tho' unwillingly, conform to that: But 
[| when they find it advantagious to aſſert a Falſity, they triumph in their Wicked- 
neſs as a certain Perſon did in the Play-Houle over the Bill of Conformity, with 
At Publick Rejoicings and Clapping of Hands, Singing aloud, Victoria, Vi. 
. Foria. This is that Eminent Man that is ſo Famous for his great Piety , 

i Moderation, and Virtue; and who is now become the great Patron of all thoſe 


that call themſelves the Religious and Sober Party of the Nation. 


Jl ; But to handle Daniel de Foe in his own way; as he excuſes. his Defe& of 
4 | Argument and Reaſon, by telling a Story about Duelling ; ſo I will beg leave to 
1 reply to his ſincere and conſiſtent Diſcourſe, with a Story between a Presbyterian 
1 and a Quater, who having a Controverſy about Matters in Religion, and the 
1 Presbyterian obſerving that the Qualer ſupported his Arguments by ſeveral remote 


| incoherent Texts of Scripture put together, tho' no ways relating to one ano- 
YU | ther. He told him, That he would undertake in his way of arguing to prove 
| out of Scripture, that the Laker ought to go and hang himſelf, with which he 
4 was very much offended ; but however he offer d to prove it thus; it is written (ſays 


the Presbyterian) in Scripture, ſuch a Chapter, and ſuch a Verſe, Judas hang d him- 
ſelf; and in ſuch a Place it is faid, Do thox ſo alſo, therefore ſays he, thou mayſt 
go and hang thy ſelf if thou wilt. However, I would not have this Author pu- 
niſh'd ſo ſeverely as one of his Brethren propoſes, but really I can hardly * 

| „„ . _ him 
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halle or. ſafe that any Perſons ſbould be Entruſted with the Execution of the Laws, 
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g to ſteal away a 


Citadel with Scandalous Refſections. 


| By this fallacious Method of proceeding, you may gueſs at the uſage Sir H. is 


F 4 to expect through the reſt of the Diſcourſe; and now they come to Sir H's ſe- 


cond Aſſertion, viz. Wherever a National Church hath been eftabliſhd by Ad of 
Teſt, &c. omitting the following words, or other Security, as not thinking it rea- 


who do not heartily Approve of, or willingly pay Obedience to them. Here is a ſecond 
Part of the ſame Tune; how do theſe poor Creatures inſult over their own Ignorance? 
For in regard the National Churches abroad are not eſtabliſh d jriſt in the ſame manner 
as in England, by Acts of Uniformity made by Queen, Lords and Commons, there- 
fore they argue, That they are not eſtabliſh'd at all: But certainly wherever there 


is a National Church, as there is in moſt Chriſtian Countries, that Church 
27 mult be eſtabliſhed by ſome AF of State or other, and that 4& of State is an Ad of 
= QUnriformitz, Thus again they poſitively affirm, That in any Country where a 
Religion is Tolerated, there is not any Teft to exclude them from Employments, 


but Sir H. does not infift that they have the ſame fort of Teſt, but that they 
have ſome Teſt or other Security, and that is evident in Holland, where even the 
Papiſts as well as Diſſenters are Tolerated, and yet no Man that ever Tra- 
vell'd into that Country will deny, but that they are effectually excluded from all 


Civil Employments and Offices of Truſt: And it is not at all Material in the pre- 


ſent Argument, by what ſort of Security, they are excluded in any Country, ſo 
that they are effectually excluded ſome way or other. Neither does it follow 
from Sir H's Argument, that he has ſo very ill an Opinion of the Body of Diſ- 


 Gnters in general, as ſome of thoſe Writers would maliciouſly ſuggeſt, ſince Sir 


H. does not argue from the preſent Vices or Rebellious Principles of the Diſſen- 


| ters that they ought to be excluded, but from the Reaſonableneſs and Nature of 
= the thing; Sir H. does all along through his whole Diſcourſe, diſcover a great 


Reſpect and Tenderneſs for Diſſenters: But in regard the Church- men and Diſ- 


ſenters differ in Principles, and cannot agree together in the ſame means to pro- 


mote the Publick Good, but the Church-men will be drawing one way and the 
Diſſenters the other, and thereby both they and the Nation be deprived of that 
Peace and Union recommended by Her Majeſty ; therefore he argues, That it is 


| | not confiſtent with the Peace and Safety of the Nation, that Diſſenters be admit- 
ted into Publick Offices and Places of Truſt ; not but that many of them may be 


good Men in their Way, but that Way is a different Way from the Church ; and 
unleſs the Publick Officers go together the ſame way, the Publick Affairs will never 
be well managed for the Intereft of the Nation. 


But let Sir H. be as moderate as he pleaſes, theſe Writers will never be ſo, tbey 


q are in a mighty Fury and Rage for an Office, and are reſolv'd only to propoſe 


Moderation, but to ſhew none at all, eſpecially to that Gentleman. They put 
a wrong Conſtruction upon every Sentence in his Book, and fancy they ſhall 
| . | give 
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give him a Fatal Blow, by taking notice of that Inſtance 


was omitted in one of them. 
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nell the ſame Methode, he might in a ſbort time have reduc'd his whole Kingdizs 
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tion) of H. the 3d. of France; from hence they concl N 
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* Your Dutiful Commons have not fo much as attempted any thing for the 8e- 
curity of the Eftabliſh'd Government, in Church and State, but by ſuch gentle 
Methods as are canſiſtent with the Ad of Toleration, are agreeable to the plain 
Intent and Meaning of the Laws already in Being, and have been found Suc- 


from Publick Of ces and Employments, Converted ſo many in three or four Tears 
that it was then thought (if we may believe that Authority) that If be had conti. 


* to ane Religion ; which, altho' to be abhorred, and not credible in that Na- 


* tion, here the Differences between Proteſtant; and Papiſts are in Eſſentials, and | 


©* where Truth was to yield to Error, may yer be more practicable in this, where 
Ve Proteſtants differ only in Ceremonies and leſſer Matters. And what a Ble(- 


Union be, to Towr Majeſiy and this Nation ? This is the 


o 


Sentence, and what is there in all this that ſounds fo very III? Dr. Davenant 
Page 2.37. had quoted that Inſtance againſt the Bill, and therefore Sir H. turn'd 


it upon him in his Dedication, by ſhewing the Policy of that P 


4 


ould ever give way to 2a Popifh Religion, 
French Tyranny. 5 ent ee „ og or 
But does Sir H. ropoſe the Example of chis King at large to Her Majeſty > 
Not at all; he only propoſes the keeping Diſſenters out of Office, which all 


_ Conſcientious Diſſenters are already by the Laws in Being,and he would have thoſe 


Laws extended to the State-Difſenters; he would not have more Favour ſhew'd to 
one than to the other. And what does all this fignify to the Evil Actions of 
H. 3. What a barbarous Miſconſtruction is made of this Paragraph? No wonder 
the Objector is aſbam'd to ſet his Name to his Treatiſe; For he ought to be aſtam'd 
to look any honeſt Man in the Face. H. 3. firſt took violent and then gentle Me- 


= Z the violent he miſcarried, by the gentle he had better Succeſs, there- 
fore Sir H. 
to a contrary Meaning, 1 


recommends the gentle Methods, and this is miſconſtrued and turned 


But to ſhew the great Piety and Charity of theſe ſort of Men, one of the Pam- 


phlets ſuppos'd to be wrote by the Direction of a Sanctify'd Gentleman in the 
City, makes a very ſtrong Argument againſt his Book, by ſhewing that this Gen- 
tleman, in his younger days, was miſtaken in a point of Law before he had been 
three years Reſident at the Temple; and in a point of Law that all the Judges of 
England had ſolemnly determin'd the ſame way, all the Kings of England had pra- 


ctis d to that Day, all honeſt Merchants of England had earneſtly petition'd for 


at that very time, and for which all the Subjects of England had reaſon to be very 


thankful; and which at laſt was thought ſo very reaſonable, that thoſe that op- 
poſed that Opinion, for want of an expreſs and poſitive Statute, yet thought fit | 


to make one for that very purpoſe; that is toſay,to Enable the Succeſfor,to colled? the 


N ancient 


ed in his Dedica- = 
tleman muſt be fot Pöpery and Slavery, and I don't know what. But now ob- 
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ſexve the Sentence, as it is in three Editions of his Book, tho ſome part thereof Z 


or a 


ceſsful by frequent Experience; as particularly in that very Caſe of Henry the 
Third of France, quoted by the ſaid Author; who Excluding the Hugonots 


nce to be di- 
realy againſt the Doctor's Argument; and thoſe that know this Gentleman's ® 
Life and Converſation, his Circumſtances in the World, his Concern for his Fa- 
mily, or his Principles in point of Religion, which it is plain by an Expreffion in 
p- 2. concerning Paſſive Obedience, this Author had read in'a Book, Entitled; 
Te Principles of a Member of the Black Lift, could never believe that of all Men in 
the World, this Gentleman w 
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I verily believe if Sir H. had the Hiſtory of his whole Life before him, as he may, 
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= ancient. Duty of Tunnage and Poundage, during the Interval between the Death of the 
King aud the calling of 4 Parliament; for otherwiſe, by an exceſſive Importation 


Cuſtom free during that Interval, not only Thouſands of fair Merchants that had 
paid the, Duty would have been Underſold and Ruined, but the Duty it ſelf have been 
reudred dr beer e for many Tears; and the Parliament have been neceſſitated to have 
laid a heavy Burthen on the People in lieu of it. It is true indeed, that one Inſtance 
may be given, where the Parliament was call'd and difſolv'd and yet that Duty 
collected, which certainly could not be juſtify'd ; but in the Caſe of the Middle 
Table Addreſs, it was mention'd as a thing in Aid, and not in Oppoſttion to the 
Parliament, and for the Bezefit, not Diſadvantage of the People. Neither does 
it follow, that becauſe the Succeſſor might collect this Duty, during the ſaid In- 


terval, therefore he might impoſe a new Duty on the Subject; for tho there 


was not an expreſs Statute in this Caſe, yet there was conſtant Uſage time out 


of Memory of Man to the contrary, and is not that a Law ? Is not the common 


Law of England as binding as any Statute, and is not conſtant Uſage, or Cuſtom 


Immemorial, eſpecially in any reaſonable Cafe, and pro bono publico, part of the 


Common Law? Certainly it is, and no evil Preſident could have been eſtabliſh'd 
by the Example of this Allowance z or elſe how came all the Parliaments in every 


dn the Occaſional Bill. 3 


Reign but one, to renew this Tax to the Succeſſor, without complaining of the 


Ulegality of the Collection during the Interval? 


But after all, How. does it appear that Sir H. in particular was miſtaken in this 
caſe? What! Becauſe he preſented that Addreſs from a Hundred or more Gen- 
tlemen of the Middle Temple to the King. Then it is evident, that Sir H. muſt 
have been in the Chair of that Aſſembly, and is it uſual for any Speaker or Chair- 
man to argue and debate? Or did the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons never 
carry an Addreſs to the King or Queen, with ſome Expreſſions in it contrary to 


/ his Sentiments? It was an Honour to Sir H. to carry any Addreſs from that 


Learned Society 3 and it could not become him at that Age, or in that Station, 


to have oppoſed his Superiours, and Men of much longer ſtanding than himſelf; 


but to gratity the Malice of this Author, I'll beg leave to ſuppoſe for once, that 


Sir M. might be of the ſame Opinion, and alſo that he was miſtaken in his Judg- 


cuted for Judgment only? Was there ever ſuch a wretched piece of Malice 
diſcover'd before? What is all this to the Matter in Controverſy 2 Sir H. M. (it 


ment; which yet is not admitted but ſuppos d, What then? Are not the beſt 
Lawyers in Eugland miſtaken every Day? Is this a Crime? Shall Men be perſe- 


ſeems) is not infallible, ergo the Occaſional Conformiſts ought to have an equal 


Share in the Adminiſtration of Publick Affairs. This is Sir Solomon's Occaſional 
Logick ; and theſe are the Men that ſo much cry out againſt that very thing, that 
they themſelves do publickly practice. „VVV 1 


And is this all you are able to lay to his Charge in ſo many Years ? Has Sir E. 


hved ſo well, or atleaſt with ſo much Conduct, that you can charge him with 


no other Crime but this? Truly Sir, I think it very much for his Honour; I 
ſhonld be glad his Accuſers could come off ſo well; and yet I am perſwaded, 


that if the Occaſional Promoter of this Reflection had put his Name to the Book, 


Sir H. would have (corn'd to have made uſe of any Reflections to encounter his 
Arguments. What if this Obſervator were expell'd the Houſe of Commons 2 


f What's that to the Merits of this Caſe? What if he were the chief Cauſe of ſetting 


up one Company, and thereby of the Ruine of another, and of many innocent 


1 Families in it? What's all this to the preſent Debate? Nay, tho' a Man had con- 


triv d a way to load the Nation with a great Debt only to get an Office for him- 
ſelf, yet ſtill this is no ways material in the preſent Controverſy, and therefore, 
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if he pleaſes, be preſented with it; yet he would rather conceal it, than make uſe 


of ſuch mean and ſcandalous Methods to ſupport his Arguments ; and I dare un- 
dertake to ſay one thing more, that whenever Sir H. M. ſhall commit an Error, 


of any kind whatſoever, he will be ready to do that, which theſe fort of Men 
will neither do themſelves, nor ſuffer any other to do, and that is, Repent and 


Amend ; 


As to the Invaſion of your Birth-Rights; all manner of Laws that impoſe a 

Qualification for Publick Officers, would do the ſame thing. One Law ſays no 
Man ſhall have an Office, but he that will ſwear to bear Faith and true Allegi- 
afice to his Sovereign; this 1s one ſuch Invaſion of your Birth-Rights. Another 
Law ſays, That none ſhall hold a publick Office that will not take the Aſſociation, 
there is another Invaſion. A Third Law impoſes the Abjuration Oath, and what 
are all theſe? O theſe are no Invaſions of any Man's Birth-Right, becauſe we con- 
ſented to them, in hopes that you would have refuſed them, and we ſhould have 
got into your Places: But if you ſay, No Man ſhall have an Office, but he that is 
a conſtant Conformiſt to the Church, that is a great Invaſion of our Birth-Rights, 
| becauſe we muſt either loſe our Places, or» an Opportunity to cheat the honeſt 


Diſſenter; But what real difference is there between the Caſes? They are all but | 


Qualifications for publick Officers; and fince you have impoſed a great many 


| Teſts for fear of us, pray let us impoſe one, for fear of you. And as to the In- 


famy you ſpeak of, Do the Conſcientious Diſſenters who cannot conform, com- 
plain of this Matter? They are under the ſame Reſtraint already, they are de- 
priv'd of their Birth-Rights (as you call it) by the Laws now in being, and do 


they make ſuch a Noiſe about it, or ſuch a harſh Interpretation? No, they are 
contented with the Laws, and are willing to live quietly with their Neighbours, 


but you will not ; you are afraid of Informers, for what? If you are Diſſenters, 


they can do you no hurt, if you are Church-men, every one of us are in the 4 


ſame Danger; And you may be ſure, as ſoon as any Inconvenience Happens, we 
ſhall be willing to provide for our own and the Common Safety. But you are 
mightily offended, when it is ſaid that the Difſenters are not entituled to Offices 
by the Act of Toleration : And you are pleaſed to draw your own Concluſion 
but 1 fancy Sir H. meant it thus; All Diſſenters are or ought to be excluded by 
the Laws already in being, from holding publick Offices and Places; the ſabſe- 

ent Act of Toleration does not entitle them to any ſuch Offices, therefore they 
\ ought ſtill to be excluded. Now anſwer this if you can; but you are ſo very 
angry, that I fancy you are one that has an Office from the Church, and a good 
Penſion from the Diſſenters; and you muſt loſe one or other by this Bill; however, 


we are not angry with you for taking the Teſts and Oaths as you ſuggeſt, but 


for not keeping to them. They were impoſed as a ſure Mark to know a Church- 
man from a Diſſenter, but you have broke down our Boundaries and Fences by 
your Occafional Compliance, and you will not give us leave to repair them. You 
have treſpaſs'd upon us ſo long, that now you plead a Preſcription z and IT am 
afraid you have got ſuch a Jury, that you will go a great way towards recove- 
ring from us the whole Lordſhip. If Miſrepreſentations, Falſe-Witneſſes, Swear- 
ing or Lying will do the Buſinefs, God help the poor Church-men ; they have 
nothing to truſt to, but the Goodneſs of Providence, a Gracious Queen, and a 
good Cauſe ; but let not this extend any farther than it is intended, which is 
only to the harmleſs Party of Ambidexter Conformiſts, and not to all of them 
neither, but to your dear ſelf and your Companions at the Club, take it and 


welcome. PSA 
As to the Deiſts Sir H. gives a kind Caution, by asking a Queſtion, Whether 
the Diſſenters are ſure there are no ſuch Men belfind the Curtain? And you ac- 
Ns wy 5 cuſ. 
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vrt deluded by them. 


perhaps inclination-fo to do. But when they obſerve that all Preferments run in 
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en the Occaſional Bill. 


8. 11 
cuſe him with a poſitive Charge, that the Diſſenters do j-in with them; and Io 


indeed you pervert his Meaning throughout the whole Treatiſe. 


As to the Teſt Act, no doubt it was chiefly intended againſt the Papiſts, but 
every one that runs may ſee that the whole Body of the Act concerned the Diſ- 


ſenters. And what | Do you think it was a Miſtake in the King, Lords, and 


Commons? Did they not intend it ſhould extend to Diſſenters? That is, they 
paſſed a Law, and did not intend it ſhould be conſtrued according to the, plain 
meaning. And pray Sir, What ſay you to the Corporation Act? What! Was 
that only againſt Papiſts > Was not a Sacramental Teſt appointed by that Law? 
Was not that chiefly intended againſt thoſe that had ſo lately ſubverted the Con- 
ſtitution, and forced one King to the Scaffold, and the other to ſave his Life in 
an Oak? As to the Inſtance of a High Sheriff, you know that the Laws in being, 


4 | and not that Bill, introduced that Hardſhip; and the C ns were never averſe 
tg give eaſe to the Diſſenters in that particular and in a proper way; tho they have 


never yet had cauſe to complain, and being in the hands of the Government, 
whilſt they live peaceable and quiet, have no reaſon to fear any unkind Uſage. 
Your Deſcription of the Bil}, the Limitation and Conſequences is all wrong; and 
in the laſt Bill, there was no Penalty of 5 J. a Day, nor more than 50/. for the 
whole Offence. 6 dt] HOVE: 9 25 
But pray Sir, What occaſion is there for the Diſſenters in general to be con- 


cerned in this Debate > Why muſt they run any Hazard of Contention or loling 
their Happineſs for the ſake of thoſe, that may be as unconſtant and unkind to 


them as to the Church. Why ſhould they that cannot Conform, labour ſo much 
for the ſake of thoſe that can ? If they can Conform to get an Office, they may Con- 


form to keep it, what is that to the Body of Diſſenters?. If they have Liberty of 
Conſcience, Freedom of Trade and Commerce, no Proſecutions and Reſtraints 
upon their Perſons, they cannot doubt but to live happily, and provide for their 

Families by their Eſtates and Induſtry. It cannot be imagin d that there are 
very many Publick Officers concern d in this Bill, and what are they to the whole 
Body of Diſſenters ? And perhaps there are not #hree in all that number that 
would not rather part with a Conventicle than part with their Office, and are 


ſuch Men worth the keeping ? Are they of ſuch conſequence to the Diſſenters, 


A that the Nation muſt be Divided, and put in Confuſion, rather than they ſhould 


be Diſobliged⸗ꝰ 


But then you'll object, Why are the churchmen ſo deſirous of this Bill, if fo 
few Converts will be made by it? The reaſon is plain, Becauſe they would have 
all Men ſincere, and not appear with two Faces, and thereby deceive both Church- 


men and Diſſenters. Is it not a general Advantage to know Mens true Princi- 


ples ? If they are really Diſenters, they will leave their Offices and ſtick to their 
Brethren ; if they are Churehmen in Perſwaſion, and only go to a Conventicle 
to promote their Trade, or other private Intereſt, they will leave the Conven - 
ticle and ſtick to their Offices, and by this means neither Party can be deceived 


But Sir H. alſo tells you, that Intereſt is a prevailing thing, and will be apt to 
encline Men to wiſh at leaſt for a Reconciliation, and by conſequence to make a 
more favourable Enquiry into the Nature and Excellency of the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church; which is all they ſeem to want for the Converſion of Diſſenters. The in- 
ferior Diſſenters are not ſuffer d now to read thoſe Books that would give them 


the beſt Information z they pretend that they have not time, opportunity, nor 


that 
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n fo N Epiſcopacy to be attack d in England as 
well as in Scotland ? Ark we to fall from Moderate Epilcopacy, to no Epiſco- 
pacy, and at Jaſt to n6 Ordination? Are all the Ceremonies in the Church of 

England, which offend the Nonconformiſts, to be aboliſh'd ? Is there no part 
ofthe Church Communion, which may not be perform'd by a Woman as well as 

a Man, even the Celebration of the Lord's Supper? Are theſe your Aſſertions and 
Indeavours ? And are theſe the ways to Peace and Union? If not, which way 
can Union be effected, but by bringing the Diſſenters over to the Church? And 

by what other Method can that be ' accomplifh'd, but by ſuch a Bill; which 
08 Liberty to all, and only lays a gentle Biafs on that fide of the Piſentert that 


** ; 


is next to the Church 2, 


Such a Bill will always keep Peace, becauſe both Parties will be out of Danger 
of one another; and it will immediately promote an Union in Affection, and 
by degrees in Religion too; but becauſe the Queen's Speech is often made uſe of 
in this caſe, give me leave to ſuppoſe what I am afraid is too true, that there 

are many Men in this Kingdom who are for a Common-wealth, tho' more I 
hope that are for Monarchy. The Queen recommends Peace and Onion, Whether 
muſt She mean, that the Commonwealths-Men ſhould come over to Monarchy, 
or that Monarchy ſhould ſtoop to a Commonwealth? In like manner is it poſſible 
to imagine, that by recommending Peace and Union, Her Majeſty deſires that the 
Church of England (in which ſhe was bred, and which the has promis'd to 
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maintain by her Coronation Oath, and by ſeveral Speeches from the Throne 
ſhould go over to the Sectaries, or the Sectaries come over to the Church? Cer- 
tainly the meaning is plain, but they will never underſtand any thing in that 
Sence, that is diſagreeable to their Principles. 
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As to the Word Party, is there no difference between the Sence of that word 
in common Uſe, and between the Sence of it, when apply'd to the Government; 11 
Did any Goverument yet endure to be call'd 2 Party? Or any National Church tobe | 
thought a Faction? Thoſe are Factions and Parties who difſer from the National 
church; and therefore when we ſpeak of the Queen at the Head of the Govern- 
ment, Can it be proper to ſay that ſhe is at the Head of a Party ? Or a Faction 2 
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et hen ſpeaking of Diffeterices or Diſpares, the word may 


No certainly, and'yet u only used in thoſe Gifts. aha fates bo med 
Y b+ proper enongh, becauſe certain thote Caffe, and ei ge no more | 
© chan eo diſtin Perſons of Bodies of Met. Ih one caſe common Cültom war: 
> WF rants the Ule of the word without any Reflection on either fide; and in the 
= other Caſe, it is not warranted, but carries with it an Intimation, that is not true 
dor proper to be fuld of any Governitiche of eſtabliſh'd Church. OO 
Asto the Challenge made by that Worthy Perſon De Fre to the Church-meb, to 
X bring theit Loyalty to the Teſt with the Diſſenters,l ſhall leave that part to a Book 
call'd the Wolf Strips, and to all the Hiſtories of the Engliſb Nation, where every one 


chat can read fray be fatisfied : But fince he is for this way of proceeding, I make 
| bold to chillehge all thoſe State-Difſeriters to ſet down the Articles of their 
Religion, what it is they do believe and what not, that we may know what to 
make of them. The Church Wert bare - fac d, and tells the World what their 
& Faith and Doctrine is in the XX n w! 


XIX. Articles; but 1 cbuld never learn what 
Faith ot Doctrine theſe Men will be bound to [tick to: For they differ among 
themfetves as much as they do from the Thiirch, and are like fo many wild Deer, 
that will not be kept within the Pale of the Church, but are ſcattered from the 
Herd, divided and diſpetſed over the Face of the whote Country, Every Teacher 
among them tas His own Opinion, and If they agree in any thing, it is in the 
Doctrine of Depoſing Princes and Epiſcopal Government. The Leaders of them w ill 
truſt but very little to Providence ; Self Denial, Patience, charitable Conſtructions, 
Humility, and all the Chriftram Vertues are izid afide'+ Nay, they will not fo 
mach as eroſt elicir own Repreſentatives in Parliament, büt every Man ſets up to 
bea Judge in Hel. If their Leaders are not to be the Prime Miniſters, if they 
cannot have a Share of the Publick Money, if cheſe Taſer cannot grow fat on 
chte Sores and Wotmds of che Nation, What then? Then Popery and the pretended. 
MR Prince of Maler are comivig in! We rfti( all take Arms to preſerve our Religion 
aud Properties, we ſhall never (y they) Be Kappy. whilft we have any of the 


Family of the St. 4 on the Throne 2 How often has this been (aid, and yet 
they would now perſwade the World, they are the beſt Friends to the Govern- 
mine our Conftitutior. But is there any ſuch' Doctrine of Depoſing Princes taught 
by che Church of England? No, Sir, this is their Crime that you accuſe them of; 
becauſe they are good Chriſtians, therefore you ſay, they are for Arbitrary Power ; 
37 becauſe they won't preach up Rebellion, inſult their Superiors, and trample down 
= Monarchy under their Feet; thetefore they are accus d of bringing in Popery and 
XZ French'Dragoons, when tis evident they have ten times the Reaſon to oppoſe 
both; becauſe they have tet titties more value for the true Religion, and ten 
times/as-mitch'to'lofe by any ſuch Alteration': But ſtill you'll ſay, that the late 
7 Revolution was owing to tlie Members of the Church. Was it ſo? Then how 
„ cobcmes it to pals that you have been ſo nuch in Favour, during the laſt Reign 2 
8 Was it' becauſe you opposd King Wiliaw > Or becauſe you betray'd one 
b 


Prince and obtain'd the Favour of aflother, by your Flattery and fawning 
Addreſſes, by your mean atid ſervile Compliances with thoſe who have 
got vaſt Eſtates to themfelves, and left ſo vaſt a Debt as Twenty Millions 
on the Nation? And are you not now playing the ſame Game over again? 
Are yon not wheedling and fawnimg, and flattering the Government in or- 
der to obtain your Ends? And ſettle a Presbyterian Antimonarchical Govern- 
g ment in this Nation? Does not my Lord Clarendons Hiſtory ſet you forth 
in your proper Colours? Are not you now beginning to act the very ſame Play 


2 — — 
8 


— 


that was acted by your Predeceſſors in the late Times? And what can hinder the 
diſmal Tragedy of another Civil War, but a particular Providence, and a timely 
Diſcovery of your dark and wicked ns 4nd Not that I believe the Conſcien- 
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tions Difſenters are engag d in or acquainted with your deep Detigns, but they 


innocently follow thole Leaders, of which you are the Tool, the wretched in. 


ſtrument that write their Sence and follow the Schemes directed by their College, 
What miſerable Arts and Artifices are made uſe, of to ruine this Nation? How 


many Clubs are ſet up for that purpoſe? How many Collections and Treaſurers 
are appointed to carry on the 5 old Cauſe? How many Mercenary Scriblers 


are hired and paid out of the Publick Stock? How much Money have they gi- 


ven in particular to redeem your ſanctify d Worſhip out of Newgate 2 What care 


do they take to buy up and ſtifle all the Impreſſions of any Papers that are writ 
for the Service of the Publick ?, And to diſperſe thoſe ſcandalous Pamphlets wrote 
by your ſelf and others? What Arts were uſed to ſtifle the Repreſentation of the 


Publick Grievances made by the Commons in the laſt Seſſion, and at the ſame time 


to diſperſe the Declaration in favour of a Noble L---d, to ſuch a degree, that ſcarce 
an Old Woman in Eſex was without a Preſent of it; and yet this Noble Ld 
durſt not ſtand the Teſt of a fair Trial? What occaſion is there for all theſe Artificial 
Managements, if there were not ſome great and diſmal Expectations behind the 


Curtain 2 What! Do you expect to bring in the Scotch for your Aſſiſtance? Do 

you intend to corrupt our Fleets and Armies? Have you any hopes from Ireland? 
Or Countenance from Holland? No, that wiſe Nation will never promote any 

eſign in this Kingdom, which alone can hinder us from giving our utmoſt Aſſi- 


ſtance for their Deliverance. | 


But why do you ſtill engage the Conſcientious Difſenters in your Quarrel 2 What 
do you propoſe to do for them? How will you put them in a better Condition than 
they are already? They want no Places nor Preferments, and if they did, they 
are too honeſt to ſacrifice the Peace of their Mind for any private Ad vantage; 
they want not Liberty of Conſcience, they only deſire to be ſecure of that Liber- 
ty, and you will not let them; they do not defire to put the Nation in a Flame, 
or deſtroy the Eſtabliſhed Government by any illegal or violent Proceedings, but 
would be glad that the Church's Feats were remov'd as well as theirs that they 
might live together like Neighbours and Friends ; but for your ſakes, for ſuch as 
you, who can write and ſpeak for and againſt Occaſional Conformity at the ſame 
time ; thoſe harmleſs Men muſt be drawn in by Head and Shoulders to engage 
in a Controverſy, which can never make them happier than they are, but may 
one time or other tend to their Prejudice. 1 | 27 855 


It is not improbable but every Diſſenter would be glad, in a fair and Legal way, 
to repeal the Acts of Uniformity, and eſtabliſh their own Form of Church Go- 
vernment ; but lam perſwaded, that there are Thouſands of them that abominate 


your unworthy Practices and Deſigns, and if occaſion were, would openly * 


them; and therefore when I ſpeak in general, I mean not the Conſcientious, but 
the State and Politick Diſſenters, that you can accuſe and defend in the ſame Breath: 
[am not afraid of any Diſſenters, but thoſe that you your ſelf condemn for Au- 
hidexter-Conformity ; and if there be any that call themſelvesChurch-men, and yet 
have ſuch a Latitude in Principles as agrees with yours, you may put them all in 
_ a Liſt together, and diſpoſe of them as you pleaſe for the Publick Good. Their 
Moderation, or if you pleaſe more properly, their Indifſerency and Lukewarmneſs 


in the neceſſary Defence of their Religion and Government, is a Character I ſhall ne- 


ver be ambitious of; being apprehenſive that the ſame Coolneſs and Moderation, 
tends to open the Door to Papiſts as well as to Diſſenters: But if by Moderation 
you mean the granting Indulgence to ſcrupulous Conſciences, it is done, and all 
the Chnrch-men in England, that I know, are entirely for it. We only deſire 
now, that as we have made you ſafe, you will condeſcend to make us ſo too; 

Why ſhould not the. Kiridneſs be reciprocal > I don't believe De Foe will loſe 


Seen wa . . me on cvcc 


nan Office by it, but he will not have ſo much Power to do Miſchief then as he 
has now; for if he keeps an Office, the Conſcientions Diſſenters will. be no longer 
3 miſlead by him, and will not this be a great Advantage 


| XZ undermining our Conſtitution both in Church and State. 
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1 as you are pleas d to ſuggeſt, I aſſure you, I know of none, but ſuch as you may 
call by any other Name as well as Church-men, they are the very ſame, Sir, that have 
always protected ſuch honeſt Gentlemen as your ſelf ;, they are the very ſame whoſe Di- 


Cate. ou 
entirely | 
will ever receive any great Advantage, and therefore we freely part with them. 
Tou may take them amongſt you; and I doubt not but they'll anſwer all your 
Expectations. There you may have Blank Patents, and fill them up for your ſelves ; 
there you may have Partners in Illegal Grants, good Places and Offs ces for your Mo- 
ney, Liberty on reaſonable Terms to defraud the Publick ;, eaſy Compoſitions for Debts 
tio the Treaſury, High Premiums, Extravagant Intereſt, and Exceſſive Rates for 
Stores and Pravifions. Who would not defire ſuch Men as theſe to fit at Helm > 
And Occaſionally conform to get them into the Government? And whenever 
they come there, I dare aſſure you that no other but Men of your Kidney and 
Principles, ſhall ever get any real Advantage by them. 5 
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ntage tothe Church, to lay open 
thoſe Politick Diſſenters to publick view? Certainly this Bill would have broke 
the Knot of State · Diſſepters, that are now ſo buſy in creating Differences and 


t Friends in Office, which you maintain in 


your Treatiſe, I ſhall not ſay much, becauſe I abhor all Perſonal Reflections, but 


| wht they are abſolutely neceſſary to prevent the Deſigns of evil Men againſt 


the Eſtabliſhed Government; thoſe that have a mind to be farther ſatisfied in 
that matter, may look into the Report of the Commiſſioners of Accounts and other 
ive Offices, and from thoſe Premiſes, you may draw 
the Concluſions ; but if you will be for making a juſt Compariſon between the 
Church-men and Diſſenters in Office, you ought to do it when each had the 


. Power in their hands, and were Eſtabliſhed as the National Church ; and then 


we can aſſure you that when you were uppermoſt, No Church-men were concerned 


in the Bloody Executions, the Hebron, Proſecutions, or the Ilegel Sequeſtrations of 


1 | thoſe eee leſs in the Unparalell d aud Villainaas Murder of their Lawful So- 


ee that we have ill Men crept in amongſt us as well as you, but 


1 never arrived to that pitch of Villany, as not only to teach the Doctrine of 


th 


Depoſing Princes, but alſo to put it Execution in the moſt barbarous and inhu- 


mane manner; and which is ſtill a greater Aggravation, under the ſpecious Pre- 


0 | tence and Colour of Juſticez and therefore to repeat no more of your Pious Ex- 
7 cellencies and Virtues in thoſe Days, Pray Sir, What have you got by your wiſe 
XF Compariſon? e | on, 


If we have had any ill Men in the Adminiſtration during the late Reign, 


iÞ purſue, whoſe Grandure you deſere to ſee, and on whom your whole Part 
epend 5; and by whom, in all Probability, neither the Church or Monarc 


And now, Sir, I hope you will not be offended that as you treat Sir H. ſo 1 


tanke the Confidence to treat you alſo in your Scribling Capacity. I don't preſume 

to treat you as the Author of that Noble Deſign of ſetting the Church-men and Diſ- 

enters together by the Ears, of involving the Nation in a Civil War, and in Ruine 
snd Deſtructiom, nor as you are a Man of Hononr, advanced to that high Degree and 
7 Poſt of the P., but as you are one of the famous Penmes of an Unanimous Club, 


d by them enconraged others to publiſh ſuch Pamphlets contradict your 


[ ; If, and tend to the Ruine of the Eſtabliſd d Government : But give me leave to tell 


our Friends, for I write rather for their ſake than yours, that if they don't leave 
Party 


4 y 4 
4 off in time, they'll find themſelves miſefably deluded in the Strength of theit 
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1 5 Pareyyfort befides — — of Euglam Wan may be 3 Church. 
men for one Diſſenter - There are many Dilenters i in England; who will never 
fubmit to your new Scheme of Church Government. They remember very wel! 

Fehr ſort + Indulgence was formerly granted to them during that ſort of Admini- | 
ſtiration: And às they are not concerned in Occaſional Conformit! Ky Py wu 
not engage in 50 Differences with the Church on that occaſion. 


But to return to your chief Objeckion againſt this: Bill. which ER 
. 10 you unanſwerable, and with which a great many honeſt well- -meaning Men 
= been ſtrang ely A 1 rarer Tou object that this Bi Bill brovic es againſt ( | 
onat Conformity of Di enters, but not of Atheiſts, Deiſts, and he like z $7 thit 
n is nos the Men of nd Religion, but the Men of too ane jon we art afraid 
| of No, good Sir, you are mightily miſtaken, we . like thoſe that have 
no Religion, nor think any of you have too much; and when we treat of Re- 
ligious Natters, we agree the Atheiſts and Deiſts are the worſt of Men But 
When we treat of & ation · Bull for Publick Officers, we do not conſider 
the Crime (as Sir H. M tells you) but che Publich Safety: Now, God be praisd, 
| ifany ſuch profligate Wretches are in the World, they are not erw ſe mime. 
rous as to be formidable without your Aſfiſtance, or to appear together ia Oppo- 
 fition to the Government; and where there is! noappearing. Danger, there is not 
ſo much Neceffity for a Law: They may be Friends to the Conſtitution, tho 
not to themfel ves: This is one Confideration; hus this is the leaf; ; you may 
lad out a Teſt to bind Man of ſome Religion or other, but what Teſ will be faſt» 
cient to reſtrain a Perſon of no Religiom at᷑ all? If you appoint a Feſt of three or 
more Sacraments inſtead ob one, they Wilh certainly tate them all, and what do you 
do then, but proſtitute that Holy Ordinance, and caſt Pearls before $wine> 
Why did not ſome of theſe ObjeQors propoſe a rational Method in this Caſe ? 
Why did not the L—ds make an Amendment totho Bill for chat purpoſe, and'try 
the Houſe: of Commons ꝰ But only becauſe! they thought it impracticable: 
If then ſuch a Teſt is not yet found praſticable, to what end was that Obje- 
Rion rais d, but to throw out the Bil, and cat a Blemiſks on the Brin of 
Cs, becauſe they dic not n n ene 


There is yet a further Confideration ali caſe 5 hom ik, the Cas | 
found great difficulty to paſs a BilÞ-for curing one Exif, how could they ex 
peſt to have found it eaſie im thib Age, to paſs. a Remedy 
for 2 multitude of them, eſpecially when it appears fo dithcult to:Pen a Law that 
may be effectual for that purpoſes that maꝝ be able to:-puniſkthe'Bad;, and not be a 
Share to the Innocent and Good > But at this rate the C ns muſt nevenattemꝑt to 

aſs one good Law, unleſs they cam paſt tw onty at the fame: time: When the 
fill was . opos'd' againſt Prophane'Swearing amd Curing, why migtic it noi have 
been as reaſonably obje@tedapainſt chat Bil), that Lying is as great a Sin:asSwean 
ing ? And therefore if they did not —— om Lying tvthe ſame Bill. 

= did plainly Countenance that Sin. But if theſe ſort of Objections ſhould 
= * Ns Parliament would! never be able: toi paſa any gnod Law whatſoever, 
for ſome or other would (till clog the Bilb with another Offence, However, b 
heartily wiſh that ſome Way may be found out im due time to keep: fuch: hon. 
out of the Adminiſtration of Prblick Affairs; which may neither ſubject good 
Men to very great Diffculties, nor yet ufer th the backto proſper in their Wicked. 
. neſs ; but now this Bill is over, ſome: body elſe muſt take care of that Matter, 
for 1 expect to hear no more of it, from theſe: "Occaſional Miriters,.. 


But ſtill they ſay iecsenevbef ecortraſiiaindianeſtanwhiterer his Opinion 


may be in Matters of Religion? I confeſt E have ai great u mſpecd for an honeſt. 
Man, for it is very hard to find one ʒ but "he be ever ſo honeſt in his private 


Dealings, 
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n the Occaſional Bill 17 
Dealings, yet if he be no friend to the Conſtitution, I can't ſee how it is prudent 
to truſt him with that. TI truſt him to make me a Sute of Clothes, or to fur- 
nich me with good Cloth for that purpoſe ; nay, T1! truſt my ready Caſh in his 
er J hands, but what then? It is his Intereſt and his Principles to be faithful to me 
vell in that caſe, but it is directly againſt his Intereſt and Principles to preſerve that 
W which he conceives to be an Erroneous Church; he cannot be an honeſt Man in 
his Way, unleſs he would take all opportunities in a legal and peaceable manner, 
which every Publick Officer and Member of Parliament may do, either to Repeal, 
or at leaſt to avoid the Execution of thoſe Laws, which he in his Conſcience 
chinks to be Erroneous. Therefore, Sir, you ſee that Sir H. may very well be of 
Opinion, that many Diſſenters are honeſt Men, and yet that it is not ſafe to en- 
truſt them with the Publick Adminiſtration and Execution of thoſe Laws that are 
inconſiſtent with their Principles, For it is impoſſible but they muſt be uneaſie 
and diffatisfy'd, tho' never ſo good Men, and we muſt look upon them, whilſt 
in Publick Offices, as waiting for a fit opportunity of eaſing themſelves, and of 
WT © modelling things more and more their own way; and therefore if a Diſſenter be 
alſo a Wiſe and Politick Man, there may ſtill be more reaſon to keep him out of 
the Adminiſtration, leaſt thoſe Abilities ſhould make him more ſucceſsful in his 
Z * Endeavours to Introduce a change into our Eſtabliſhment. 


nl”? 


But it is alſo objected, That the Impoſing a Sacremental Teſt is Unchriſtian and 
XZ Unreaſonable in its Nature: How ſo ? Is it not fit that thoſe Men that are entru- 
ſted with the Publick Safety ſhould be good Men, and good Chriſtians? And is 
WF © notreceiving the Sacrament the Duty of every good Man? Does it not prepare 
aud fit them for the more Conſcientious Diſcharge of their Truſts > And why 
then are any to be blam'd for requiring ſuch Aſſurance, by an action which is 
not only a Duty, but alſo apt to induce the moſt Sacred Obligation of Fidelity 
© to the Publick? An Oath is a very Solemn Act of Religion, and yet we wiſe- 
ly ſerve even our Temporal Intereſts by it in Judicial Cafes ; however, this Bill 
© only: forbids a Publick Officer to go to a Conventirle, and therefore was not 
2 But after all, is it not a Matter of ſome aſtoniſhment, that even Mr. De Foe 
ſhould expoſe himſelf and his Party by ſuch Inconfiſtent Arguments, and by ſuch 
indecent Language, to a Gentleman that treated the Diſſerters with ſo much Can- 
= donr? As to what he ſays of the fix Articles in the Reign of H. VIII. they are as 
much to the purpoſe as the next Story in that Hiſtory, let it be what it will; un- 


leis he could make out, that ot allowing to bold an Office, is juſt the ſame thing as 
t F High Treaſon, and a fiery Furnace. Did the King only make the ſix Articles as a 
> 7 Teſt for Publick Officers? And was a Man to loſe nothing by not taking them 
but an Office? I dare ſay, if that had been the caſe, not one Proteſtant in thoſe 
days would have been much concern'd for any hardſhip upon himſelf, tho he 
mint be troubled for the Errors of the Articles. But really, I am a weary of an- 

5 ſwering Arguments ſo little to the purpoſe. I ſhall therefore conclude with him 
- 3 by annexing an Abſtract of his own words, in his Treatiſe againſt his Teacher 
Vr. How, and leave it to the Reader, whether he onght not to be painted with 
 _* two Faces in the Frontiſpiece of this Book. 5 

„4 to Mir. and Dr. B. who have ſet their Names to their Pamphlets, I leave 

= them to Sir H. if he thinks them of any Anſwer I deſire to treat all ſuch 
Perſons according to their Merits, Dr. B. I know not, I believe Mr. Lacy is a 


Man of Candour and Principles, and whatever miſtakes has happen'd in his 

Quotations out of Sir H's Book, I preſame they were not voluntary, but for want 

of time or due attention. If therefore this haſty Treatiſe, abſtracted from the 
| = * let! 
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19175 cad hind 77 Bos A This en 
great Tr ee ae ofa al ö 972 the "Hed 57 1 E” 
wonder at the n Neem ecauſe there are 1 rs of the Civil Law in 2 N 
| but. read 1101 itutes, eſp ally his 31050 eee the jarſtäsckton 3 
of Courts; ant ere he he might "By 1 75 45 we as in man other Records, 
and na uth irs Tk that the Lore Spirit 2 . conſtiture « on. of the Three 
Eſtates, th ral | en and | · le Baer en Wee be e the 
third 1 the 7 2. ren. ape b 5 ie of the. X Peg there js no 
room for Ha 5255 Ys. . ther "Rates Without the Vier 3 A | 


= be the Sovereign Head of that great 


are Three E 
ſhe muſt either conſtitute 1 EI ate, 
Body. But ng Man ever read of a Fourth E/ 
neither are chew any more than Three. It n 
the Queen is the won Parent of h 
that. Jody | 572 Bar ay U =p of et 


ergo, not | AL £344. 

9920 fay, Juſt as f is 3.955 Fo latural : jere are but two Le Th but the. 
Head is " one of the two rgo, It e a third . bis is your BY 

e ogick that püzzles = ; 


Ae i is ttue, "the 


We in one Houſe, and Were Wi when Sir H. reared e of the Conſtitotion 


upon another Occaſion, and as now Eſtabliſh'd, he takes notice only of Ning, 
Lords and Commons; but it is plain, he did not intend thereby to deſtroy the 


vercignty of the Crown, and make the King to have a Co-ofdinate Power 
with the e 1554 aud Commons, but he diſtinguiſh'd between the Legiſſative and 
The Legiſtative is in King, Lords and Commons, bit the 
ng, and /« "bg he alledges the King, as 
War aud Peace, of Calling and Diſplving i 
Parliaments, of Commandin the 55 and Forces 0 the Kingdom ; 5 of & #4 : 


e, Authority. 
ive Authority is ſolely i in pu Kin 
u f. d, has the Power of making 


ing al Officers, Eccleſpaftical, Civil and Milita in ſbort, enj 


Powers and ert ative. that a Wiſe and Good. ice can > 4. to ma 8 Happy > 


and Beloved at Home, as well 4 Potent and Reſpefted Abroad. 


There was a time when the Three Eftates afted in ſome re hs as Alice Bo- z 


2 dies, and the Clergy Taxd themſelyes ; but tho two of the Three Eſtates now dc 


together as one, it does not therefore follow, that the King is diveſted of his 


| Sovereignty as Head of that Body. And therefore my Lord Coke tells you, 4th. Iſs. 
p. 3. That of the High Court of L Parlianietit the King is Caput, Principium & Finis, 
and when the King, tbe Lords 1 8 and Tempered and the Knights, Citizens 
and Burgeſſes, ( ich he juſt before calls the Three Eſtates N are all by the King's 

C Comperg aſſembled and Jained together, under the Head, in Conſultation for the 
mon Good of the 75 Realm, there (li . be} is  ultimum ag that is, 


| | * from ni gh Court chere 1 es no 0 Appell. 
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e, unleſs it were in the Obſervator, 
uſt it therefore be gt obvious, that as 
er People, fo ſhe is the Soottelgis Head of 
Objeth ors, there are but Three Eſtates, 
; the muſt conſtitute a Fourth that | 
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1 But en forme Men are Sl th nts imaginab to Oe Wea HY 
ty oer Monarchy in the State, K Bar in che Church; What 


nifie to ſuch Perſons? Tho they are baffl'd and con- 
H ſtill write on, as if no — had been gi- 


ill Reaſon or Argument fig 
„ WW faced. a Hundred times, yet they” 


n ven to them. What occaſion is there at this time of day ro write ſo much againſt - 
* i abe Sovercignty of the Crown, agtinſt Paſfive Obedience, and for the Doctrine 
C Jof depofitiz Princes, if Men did tot think that in a little time there would be 


de cal 105 8 tietn en th eh 2. Are they not now ſounding the Trumpet, -and pre- 

TT paring their Party | for it, and yet they are Bantering, and Wheedling, and Flat- 
ing the Ms, as if they were the only Men that were either able or willing 
| to ſtand by them, and ſupport the Government > But chere is no doubt, tho 
* RK Lite Bill is chrown'out, the M—rs will ſtill remember that theſe Men are Occdſtoral ” 
: | Con Crrfr ; and that they can be Convinc d, anit Reconvinc d, and then Convinced 
2 N key will be as conſtant as n Lord Shaftbin 's Weathercock, which was 
<. 8 144% ue d. to the Wind, whether it blow'd North, South, Eaft, or Welt; and 
Pp - broth uſe their Patrons, as their Children do their Paper Kites; they'll Mow 
4 | Laer to the end of the String, and then let go their hold, taking as much Pen- 
5 | 
$ 
f 


sere to ſee how they fall, as: they did to {ee chem mount. 
E 70 wal Dea Dectpbitur. 


_— : Baut if if they are rewarded. according to to their Merits, they will be uſed at aft 28 
1 ſome pretended Chriſtians were the Pagan Emperor Conſt antiam Chloras, 
vho calling the Chriſtian Nonconforwiſts at — that unleſs they would fa- 


r BF orifice to his Gods, they Would loſe their Places z ſome of them did, and ſome did 
75 | wot un — ben he 70A — thoſe that aid | not, and diſcarded the Occs onal 
> en that would never be true to him, who were falſe to their God. For 
* E the — os be not ſo great, yet it is ſomething of the {ame Nature, if you 
* will believe De Foe's Treatiſes againſt How, in Anſwer to De Foe's Treatiſe 
, or Marizworth z to which the Author doth refer himſelf, and of which the 
, Tn oF Sentences formerly 3 are here again Reprinted for the Satis- 
J Aion of the Reader. | 
B 
: Jv: R's Ovinion concerning the BILL for 
N 5 3 Freventing Occafe onal Conformity. | 
J 7H A T is the publick Poſeſon of Places, or Offices of Truſt in 4 Government, 
3 to the Caſe of Religion? They who ſeparate from the Communion of a Church, 
„ caxnot in reaſon e . to be entertained in the Service of that very Church z 
1 454 they that ſeparate from the Church, ought to conſider Places and Offices beforehand, and 
1 4 i examine 'whethe "P can forego them y their Conſciences or abt, and if they did ſo, 
1 1 2 would not be fo frequently foregoing their Conſciences to poſſeſs them a = Th. 
+ Wag 3 = And 1 cannot but wonder at, and condemn the Injuſtice t; ſuch Difſenrers, who would 
| bave thoſe People, to whoſe Communion they cunnot or will not join, receive them into equal 
| lea, Honour aud Profit, of Truſt and Management, in the Politick Concern. 


| = JTcannot approve the - x; it, nor I would not have the Diſſenters cover it; nor had 
| 4 the Government in their hands, "would they admit it themſelves. | 
his coveting Offices e Truſt, Honour and Profit, in the Government, has been the canſe . 
| of thax Occafional Compliance, which to the Diſkonour and Shame of the Diſſenters, has 
anded them with zoo much D in Religion. 


For 
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my Diſſent 


refore . 


or all ſuch do 


| 7 
1 he 


on any otbe 
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It an intolerable Affront to the Church of England, reflecling upon its Doctrine as well 

es Practice, to make uſe of the Church for a Cover to fence them againſt the Laws, at the 
Same time continuing to Diſewn its Communion as à4 thing not fit to be continued in. 4 
Conformity and Nonconformity at the ſame time, in one and the ſame Perſon, jor a Se- 
cular End, to ſave a penalty, and privately, and then, as being aſhanrd of it, to go back i 


and fit down as not having done it at all, are Contraditions I muſt in/ift upon, and rather 


ib, than expect to ſee rectiſy d. | ee e . 
He who diſſents from the Eſtabliſh'd Church, except from true Principles of Conſcience, is 
. | 4 8 1 ] | : | 1 LC n EE ; A KF, 
He who Conforms-20 the Eftubliſh'd Church againſt bis Conſcience, is guilty of a great Sin. 
_ He wbo both Diſents and Conforme at the ſame time, and in the ſame point of Religion, 
muſt be guilty of ene of theſe great Sins. i a © © apy Es” toe ec T 
And he who has commit ted either of theſe Sins, ought not to be receiu'd again on either fide, 
en any other Terms than a Penitent. Fo it | KH 
As to Partial Conformity, Diſſent in ſome things, and Conforming in others, does not 
cem to concern this Caſe, no Man among the Dillenters pretended to diſſent in every thing, 
but we are ſpeaking. of conforming in thoſe very Points in which we diſſent, and that no leſs 
than the Article of Communion. © _ © Ends”, | „ 
Genilenen who have ſuch a Latitude in their Opinions, wou'd not have it thought they 
are moved to it by their Intereſts, let them pratliſe it openly, and not Time it ſo, to the 
very Eve of an Elefon, as to have it ſpeak of it ſelf, * as it were, force Men to believe ff 
it done on pur poſe; nay, let them not put ſuch a Reproach in the Mouths of their Enemies, 
45 to have it ſpoken in contempt, with circumſtances that flop. the Mouths of Argument, and i 
are as Convincing as Demonſtration. V n > | 
Ii not a light thing to ſhift and change Communion with an Eſt abliſh'd, and with a Sepa- 
rate Church, as often as convenience, or Reaſon of. State or Intereft invite, 
As tothe Excuſe that is made, That this is no Conformity in Point of Religion, but done 
4 4 Croil Action, in Obedience to the Laws of the Land, as a Qualification 15 admittance in- 
to Public Employments, which thay think it their Duty to accept, in order to Serve their 
Country; are not Sacraments Religious Ads? Are they not the ſame thing, tho differently 
Adminiſtred in the Eſtabliſpd, and in the Diſſenting Church * And how can you take it as a 
Civil Action in one place, and a Religious At in another ? This is playing Bo-peep with 
God Almighty, and no Man can tell when they are about a Cuil Adlion, and when about 4 
Religious. And if the Service of their Country be ſo dear to them, pray why ſhould they not 
undergo the Penalties, and chuſe to expoſe their Bodies arid Eſtates for that Service, rather 


than their Souls * Theſe are Patriots indeed! that will damn their Souls to ſave their 
1 County 


1 


3 
Country : 
L, ſentig 
eas conuin. 


ne to pod 

he 70 r deſcription of true 4 1 
e there arc erept into their Company State. PDiiremter, vr Poli rick Dilſentets, 1hey 
int be. ire rot of them, and we thifh they evould go owt from Them, | fee 1s Atof Pariidment a 
1 making 10 2 rejudice of this Diſſenter.— This ts the Diſſenter ro tbhich Her Majeſly hut 
„ nid ber Proteflion. The Act againſt Occaſional Conformity does not concern us, I date 


Wpaſing 3 1hey who can « | g 5 J wy 
. And we are therefore content to be diſtinguiſb d who cannot conform at all: if we 
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ſuch as agree with 


and to not. we are free topart with them, that the remainder may be 


ihr true Charafter of a Conſcientious Diſſenter. : 
Tis plain. that Occafiogal Commu nion it contrary to the very Nature and Being of 4 


ent, ought Io Yo it without the Prefermem:  ' = 
W tÞ 15 an AG deſirufive of all poſſible pretence for diſſenting, and never tas, nor never can 
. defended by any Diſſenter, without overthrowing all sbe Reaſons tb cold ever give for 
diſſenting; How ihen can this Bill be ain'd at the Diſſenters? We hold it 10 be a Novelly, 
an Abuſe crept in amongſt us, and we are glad to bave it condemn'd by Authority: We are 
Eo content with the ſuppreſſing the grievanct᷑ of this ſcandalous Ambidexter Confortnity, that 
we think the Hardſhips put upon us with it not worth the naming. — 5 
= 4/!thc Parliaments that ever were, or will be, can never ſuppheſs any thing amongſt us ſo 
Eandalow to our Reputation, and 10 that Candour with which we defire to guide our Afijons, 
ruftive of the very Nature of aur „ the Church of 


r ſo conrritp to, and def f 
ngland, andibe Cunflitation of all our Collected Congregations, 4 therefore, if theſe Oc- 


* 2 Wcafional Conformiſts wox/d accept of the Friendly Advice of their Brethren, it ſhould be, That 
bey would for the future conform to the Church of England. I | 
„Se. 44 for bis Authority to uur ite thus in the Name of the Diſſenters, he «ledges that he hath 
hack {ihe General Concurrence of all the Diſſenters be ever conversd tonth, that Publitation is an 


not their Opinion, be is liable ro an cafie Confatation : Truth (/aps be) is a General Com: 


million, and any Man may write it. 


„ 
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. riate not one Diſſenter offer d io preſent a Petition 70 the Honourable Houſe againft its 
who can conform for bine Negſon, may conform without two, and ought to con. 


Vorn. | 
Eve any Knaves among ſi us, take them; if we ave any Hypocrites, ary who can tonforis 


r 1. who, if be can conform, ought to conform 4 and if he tan for a Place of Prefer. 


Appeal to the World, and if he hath Hrm d any thing in the Name 7 the Diſſenters which 6 
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